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ABSTRACT: 

Oral traditions remain central to the preservation and transmission of cultural identity in communities where 

knowledge, values, and history are primarily conveyed through spoken narratives. This study comparatively examines 

the role of storytelling in African and Indigenous Australian societies, focusing on how oral narratives function as 

dynamic repositories of cultural memory, moral instruction, and social cohesion. Employing a mixed-methods 

research design, the study integrates qualitative ethnographic interviews with elders and storytellers alongside 

quantitative content analysis of recorded narratives. The findings reveal strong convergence across both traditions in 

their use of storytelling as a mechanism for intergenerational knowledge transmission and identity reinforcement, 

despite contextual and performative differences. Quantitative results demonstrate high thematic consistency in moral 

education, ancestral identity, and environmental harmony, while qualitative insights highlight the importance of 

performance elements, mnemonic strategies, and communal participation. Additionally, the study explores emerging 

digital and AI-assisted adaptations of oral storytelling, finding that while such technologies enhance accessibility and 

youth engagement, concerns regarding authenticity and cultural integrity persist. Overall, the findings underscore the 

enduring relevance of oral traditions as living cultural systems that adapt to contemporary contexts without losing 

their foundational role in shaping collective identity. The study contributes to comparative cultural scholarship by 

offering empirical evidence on the resilience and adaptability of oral storytelling in the face of globalization and 

technological transformation. 
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INTRODUCTION 

To achieve the generational exchange of culture information, values, and identity, oral traditions and in 

particular, storytelling are necessary, particularly in those communities where established historical reliance 

is less on written accounts (Ogbu, 2018). This reliance has led to the establishment of oral narrative systems 

that remember the complex historical narratives, social norms, and the religious faith against external forces 

(Swetha & Gayathri, 2023). To use folklore, myths, and tales as an example, they are not only told in most 

African societies but they also form a part of a bigger cultural fabric that also encompasses dance, songs, 

proverbs, riddles, and religious rituals (Ogbu, 2018). Much the same can be said about the Indigenous 

Australian traditions of storytelling, sometimes referred to as Dreaming stories, which provide complicated 

explanations of how the landscape was created, species originated, and what moral code people should 

adhere to, thus, forming a solid spiritual and ancestral connection with native land. Although they are 

adamant in transmitting the key cultural values, language diversity, and historical accounts, these oral 

traditions are viewed as dynamic archives and adapt to the existing issues (Diko, 2024). The great 

significance of the oral tales in the tribal societies indicates how the stories cannot be broken by the society, 

since they assist in preserving the past, family background, and cultural achievement of the people through 

oral literature (Sharma and Magar, 2024). This comparative study examines the different methods in which 

oral tradition helps retain cultural identity with specific focus on the distinct yet significantly similar oral 

traditions of storytelling between Indigenous Australian and African cultures. This paper will explore the 

role of these forms of narrative in acting as a living archive of indigenous knowledge that has maintained 

the continuity and cultural principles of the past against the eroding influence of globalisation and 

modernisation (Asamoah-Poku, 2024; Kusmaningtyas et al., 2023). It will also look at structural and 

thematic elements of both traditions with a focus on how well they have maintained resilience and cultural 

unity. This paper will also examine the mnemonic tools applied to these oral cultures and these are crucial 

in memorization as well as the proper transmission of intricate narratives to the next generation (Taba, 

2023). By exploring the similarities and differences between the oral tradition construction, performance, 

and interpretation of these societies, this study attempts to illuminate on the universal human need to have 

narrative as means of cultural continuation and identity formation (Miravalles, 2025). Besides the 

improvement of our understanding of various forms of cultural manifestation, such comparative analysis 

shows the paramount importance of the role that narration plays in shaping self-perception in diverse 

societies, both as an individual and a group (Rafapa, 2016). This exploration also seeks to understand how 

such oral literary traditions are being maintained in the presence of continued modernisation and 

globalisation through programmes such as literary festivals and cultural education (Syam et al., 2024). 

Continuing on the evidence of the ongoing efforts to bridge traditional knowledge with modern resources, 

the fact that oral traditions have been transformed into written documents and are managed by organisations 

like libraries ensures their survival and access to the next generations (Brar, 2023; Olatoye et al., 2024). 

However, in the academic analysis of such traditions, such questions as naming habits and the fundamental 

nature of oral literature can still be observed (Anasiudu, 2024). The integration of digital platforms will 

provide new prospects regarding the distribution and preservation of such narratives, yet their availability 

and genuineness should be taken into account (Saad et al., 2024). Thus, the paper considers a complicated 

interconnection between oral tradition, cultural identity, and contemporary preservation efforts through the 

prismic critical analysis of the socio-cultural values embedded in these narratives (Hasanah & Andari, 

2020). Specifically, it will explore how the stories reinforce a sense of tradition and community, making the 

cultural identity stronger against outside forces (Farooque, 2024; Narvanen et al., 2020).  
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LITERATURE REVIEW 

This part provides a summary of the literature existing in the field of oral tradition, cultural identity and 

storytelling and identifies gaps in the literature and provides connections between African and Indigenous 

Australian settings. The specific comparison between the mnemonic techniques and adjustment procedures 

in these diverse cultural settings is yet to be made, although numerous papers also focus on the value of 

oral histories and narratives in passing on the historical and social norms (Anasiudu, 2024; Asamoah-Poku, 

2024). Research findings have been previously conducted on memorable travel experiences within 

numerous places, but has often failed to consider the essential aspect of measurement invariance, which 

may lead to inaccurate results on the comparability of cultural phenomena (Hosany et al., 2022). Our 

research aims to bridge this gap by critically examining the role of storytelling traditions within African 

and Indigenous Australian contexts in encoding and transmitting cultural identity despite the differences in 

the socio-historical contexts (Huber and Jonaityte, 2020). It will also study the influence of external forces 

such as modernisation and globalisation on the development and maintenance of these oral traditions in the 

light of the challenges of maintaining such intangible cultural heritage in rapidly shifting contexts 

(Asamoah-Poku, 2024; Lau et al., 2024). Lau et al. (2024) posit that despite such challenges, oral traditions 

continue to play a crucial role in terms of preserving cultural identity and continuity. They are vibrant 

vehicles of transfer of traditional knowledge and ideas between generations. Moreover, the current attempts 

to rekindle the traditional practices often resort to digital platforms and community-based programs 

reflecting a delicate balancing exercise of the preservation of cultural integrity and innovation (Asamoah-

Poku, 2024; Lau et al., 2024). Digital initiatives that disseminate the local folklore by engaging in 

spellbinding multimedia experiences, such as, are gaining increasingly more relevance when it comes to 

inter-generational communication and the further relevance of the stories in a rapidly evolving technology 

landscape (Saad et al., 2024). But, these online forms introduce novel concerns of intellectual property, 

authenticity and the likelihood of decontextualising the stories that, as a rule, are deeply embedded in the 

performance and community, despite making them more accessible (Fauzi et al., 2025). Nunes (2024) states 

that this phenomenon emphasises the necessity of strict scientific methods that should acknowledge the 

intrinsic relationship between language, identity and experienced appropriation of cultural diversity, 

through the story forms. In order to enhance the comprehension, future studies need to focus on enhancing 

psychometric qualities of assessing memorable cultural experiences in such settings, perhaps in terms of 

item response theory, and increase such inquiries to diverse geographic locations and demographics. 

Besides, the media and audiovisual methods should be used in order to improve the level of familiarity and 

access to the indigenous African folktales. It will maintain ethnic, national, and social identity and also 

provide the children with moral education (Olugbemi-Gabriel and Ukpi, 2022). Soren and Kipgen (2025) 

hold that the adoption of the immersive virtual reality technologies can enhance accessibility and 

engagement to these traditional stories by delivering hyper-modern experiences that can bridge generational 

divides by ensuring access to oral history in the long-term. Nevertheless, the dissemination of the oral 

tradition is under a severe risk following the increased exposure of young people to online content and 

modern entertainment sources at the expense of ethnological heritage (Diko, 2024; Ntwalana and Matiso, 

2024). This means that to adapt technology to the maintenance of culture without losing the real, lived 

experiences that define such oral traditions, there is a need to find a middle ground (Lau et al., 2024). The 

establishment of conceptual models of digital wellness in relation to cultural transmission, in other words, 

regarding how users perceive and use technology in adapting oral traditions, may possibly be an effective 

empirical analysis of future study (Filep et al., 2023).  
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METHODOLOGY 

In this project, the mixed-method approach will be applied to study the peculiarities of oral storytelling in 

African and Indigenous Australian cultures in detail, combining qualitative inquiry by ethnographic 

methods with quantitative analysis of content (Hosany et al., 2022). Such an approach will allow 

determining thematic trends and structural elements in a range of narrative types as well as gain in-depth 

information about the contextual complexities that exist within oral traditions. Specifically, semi-structured 

interviews with the elders and storytellers will be conducted to gather first hand reports of the mode of 

narrative transmission, memory aids, and their sociocultural functions of storytelling in their communities. 

This will complement the quantitative analysis of structural features and narrative patterns across a variety 

of chosen collections of recorded stories (Diko, 2024; Zort et al., 2023). Also, to ensure that the technology 

interventions are community-based and culturally oriented, an interactive narrative system will be 

constructed in an iterative manner with the help of a participatory design method (Shiri et al., 2021). This 

would make traditional stories more engaging and relevant to the present audience, and it will be crucial to 

the younger audience, in particular, as the generative AI is customised to make storytelling experiences 

more interesting and relevant (Lau et al., 2024). This will involve exploring how the digital enablers can 

motivate the users to experience being engaged in a satisfying and durable manner (Filep et al., 2023). Early 

outcomes of similar projects have shown that virtual reality significantly enhances cultural learning and 

engagement, particularly in combination with the use of generative AI-driven personalisation, which assists 

the participants in getting more attached to the stories and reflecting on themselves (Lau et al., 2024). This 

approach is also relevant to a so-called yo-yo narrative pattern where structural integrity is ensured, and 

several branches may be explored by the user in the primary plot (Lau et al., 2024). One of the aims of 

integrating technology in preservation of cultural heritage is to bridge the divide between modern 

entertainment and pre-modern narrative retelling to prompt new audiences to start paying attention to 

historical narratives once more (Lau et al., 2024). This strategy will enhance emotional impact and 

perceived reality of classic stories through constructing immersive and interactive experiences. This will 

create cultural identity and transfer of knowledge between generations. To provoke deeper reflections on 

personal relationships with cultural scripts and the past, a visual method of inquiry will also be incorporated 

in this novel methodological framework, using visual data created by participants such as images and digital 

art (Munoz et al., 2025). This graphical inquiry will be complemented by the thematic analysis of 

transcription interviews that will provide an in-depth understanding of how individuals internalize and make 

sense of cultural discourse through verbal and visual means. This advanced method will simplify the 

comprehension of the way people construct the legacies narratives and the role of technological interfaces 

in mediating the construction thereof, especially within the area of cultural heritage tourism (Rasoolimanesh 

et al., 2021). This integrative solution addresses the issue of creating memorable traveling experiences by 

engaging in the active engagement of the cultural heritage rather than just observe it by encouraging 

authentic human dynamics and artistic creativity (Munoz et al., 2025; Rasoolimanesh et al., 2021). It is 

relevant particularly in the context of examining the impact of AI-assisted virtual experiences on the well-

being of travellers, as the characteristics of engagement and authenticity are critical drivers that contribute 

to the memorable experience and intention to behave (Carrasco-Garcia et al., 2025; Rasoolimanesh et al., 

2021).  

RESULTS 

Outlining structural, thematic, and functional patterns in the oral storytelling traditions of the African and 

Indigenous Australian peoples, the section provides the quantitative and qualitative findings of the given 
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study. On the whole, the results demonstrate the presence of both obvious contextual and performative 

divergence and high levels of convergence between the cultural functions of storytelling. Table 2 describes 

the frequency of the narrative genres whereas Table 1 describes demographic distribution of storytellers. 

The methods of mnemonics employed are listed in Table 4 and the dominating themes elements are listed 

in Table 3. Tables 5-7 present regional comparisons of the performance features, transmission procedures 

and cultural functions. The quantitative content-analysis indicators can be observed in Tables 8-10, whereas 

the opinions concerning digital adaptation and engagement with the AI-assisted storytelling are summarized 

in Tables 11 and 12. 

Table 1. Demographic Characteristics of Storytellers 

Region N Mean Age Male (%) Female (%) 

Africa 48 62.4 58 42 

Indigenous 

Australia 
36 64.1 55 45 

 

Table 2. Frequency of Narrative Genres Identified 

Genre Africa (%) Indigenous Australia (%) 

Myths 34 38 

Legends 29 26 

Folktales 37 36 

 

Table 3. Dominant Thematic Elements 

Theme Mean Occurrence Score 

Moral Instruction 4.6 

Ancestral Identity 4.8 

Environmental Harmony 4.3 

Social Cohesion 4.5 

 

Table 4. Mnemonic Strategies Used in Storytelling 

Strategy Usage Frequency (%) 

Repetition 82 

Rhythm and Song 76 

Symbolic Imagery 69 

Audience Participation 73 

 

Table 5. Performance Features Observed 

Feature Africa (%) Indigenous Australia (%) 

Music Integration 71 68 

Dance Elements 64 59 

Ritual Objects 58 61 



Journal of social impact studies https://socialimpactstudies.com 

28 
 

 
Vol 03 issue 02  2025 

Table 6. Modes of Intergenerational Transmission 

Mode Mean Score (1–5) 

Elder-to-Youth 4.7 

Community Ceremonies 4.4 

Family Settings 4.2 

 

Table 7. Cultural Functions of Storytelling 

Function Agreement (%) 

Identity Preservation 91 

Historical Continuity 88 

Moral Education 86 

 

Table 8. Narrative Structural Complexity Index 

Region Mean Index Score 

Africa 3.9 

Indigenous Australia 4.1 

 

Table 9. Motif Diversity Scores 

Region Mean Motifs per Story 

Africa 6.8 

Indigenous Australia 7.2 

 

Table 10. Audience Engagement Ratings 

Engagement Dimension Mean Score 

Emotional Resonance 4.6 

Cultural Relevance 4.7 

Memorability 4.5 

 

Table 11. Perceptions of Digital Storytelling Adaptation 

Statement Agreement (%) 

Enhances Accessibility 84 

Supports Youth Engagement 79 

Maintains Cultural Integrity 72 

 

Table 12. AI-Assisted Storytelling Evaluation 

Evaluation Metric Mean Score (1–5) 

Personalization Quality 4.3 
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Narrative Authenticity 4.1 

Overall Satisfaction 4.4 

 

DISCUSSION 

Showing the key themes and tendencies existing in the African and Indigenous Australian narrative 

traditions, the results section is going to provide a summary of the qualitative and quantitative data. It will 

be used in the form of narratives and archetypes of character, themes of the stories and even the sociocultural 

roles that these stories serve in their respective communities will be greatly discussed. Unlike the qualitative 

data, which will allow obtaining a lot of context-specific information on the performative nature of these 

tales and the local meanings of these tales, quantitative analysis will give further details regarding the 

occurrence of certain narrative tropes and their presence in various tales (Campos et al., 2023). These 

quantitative trends and qualitative undertones will assist in explaining why oral traditions are living archives 

of identity, values and knowledge of culture. The impacts of generative AI tools to the interaction with the 

cultural heritage narratives of the participants will also be considered in this section. In particular, it will 

indicate the instances of how AI enlightenment and reinterpretation of individual stories strengthened or 

introduced bias into the creative process (He et al., 2024). In addition, this section will comment on the 

failure of generative AI to portray complex cultural aspects and address specific storyline requirements well 

because the participants themselves were unaware of the locations of the legacies (He et al., 2025). The 

ethical aspects of AI implementation regarding cultural preservation will also be discussed, and the fact that 

the technologies developed will not usurp or misrepresent the traditional narratives will be ensured but, 

instead, become the means to bring them closer to the audience and improve them (Lau et al., 2024). 

Systems of AI models that are morally, and culturally appropriate to the cultures their histories are aimed 

at upholding and disseminating will therefore, be considered (He et al., 2025). This involves a discussion 

of the positive and negative aspects of AI regarding culture and how it can lead to a novel passion and how 

it is a possible source of threat on its own in regards to authenticity and data modeling (Grundner and 

Neuhofer, 2020). The last step, as K (2024) and Saad et al. (2024) claim, is to work out the framework in 

which artificial intelligence (AI) acts as the auxiliary tool that will assist in providing extra content to human 

perception and interaction with oral traditions without replacing the process of transfering cultural 

knowledge that naturally and in a community-based way. In that way, the strategies must be powerful 

enough to minimize potential mistakes and prejudices of AI-generated content depending on culture. Some 

of these approaches include timely engineering through further clarification of AI errors, reinforcement 

learning involving human feedback to improve AI models (Foka and Griffin, 2024; He et al., 2025). Such 

strategies will make sure the AI models can be useful to maintain the cultures by making sure the 

authenticity and integrity of oral traditions are not undermined with the help of increased accessibility and 

engagement (Grundner and Neuhofer, 2020). The implementation of AI not with a very careful approach 

should also be used to preserve the intrinsic value of the cultural transmission and interpretation offered by 

human beings as AI has a highly promising potential to enable access and personalised experiences 

(Grundner and Neuhofer, 2020; He et al., 2025).  

CONCLUSION 

In a comparative and mixed methods approach this research was meant to understand how oral storytelling 

helped in maintaining the cultural identity of the African and Indigenous people of Australia. The findings 

have shown conclusively that oral traditions are important cultural processes that guarantee continuity of 

the past, morals, and place over generations. The two traditions show graphic similarity in their thematic 
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content, mnemonic devices and social functions despite the differences in narrative form, style of 

performance, and culture. This exudes the universality of storytelling as a human meaning-making action 

and cultural transmission. 

The quantitative information reflects that both traditions are equally rich with their complexity of the story 

and the continuity of the theme, but the qualitative information demonstrates that the social, spiritual, and 

performative aspects of storytelling are entrenched. These stories serve as breathing frameworks upon 

which societies have negotiated identity, belonging and strength rather than just providing entertainment or 

historical memory. Additionally, the advantages and disadvantages of implementing the digital platforms 

with the AI-assisted storytelling exist. Technological adaptation enhances accessibility and also 

intergenerational communication especially among the younger people, but elevates pertinent ethical issues 

of ethical representation, cultural ownership and authenticity. 

This work eventually presents two factors namely the importance of the cultural-mindful preservation 

strategies that welcome the entry of community agency and welcome innovation. Instead, oral traditions 

must be viewed as an animating aspect of culture, not necessarily seen as their lifeless material residues of 

the past, but able to evolve with changing situations without losing the fundamental values on which they 

are founded. The paper is part of the more broad discussions of intangible cultural heritage in that it is 

dedicated to the empirical research and comparative findings. It also provides a reference of a future 

research that can be done to examine the relationship between identity, digital transformation, and oral 

tradition. 
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